
 

 

 

 
      September 16, 2014 

 
Governor Deval Patrick 

Massachusetts State House Office of the Governor 
 
Room 105 

Boston, MA 02133 
 

 
Dear Governor Patrick: 
 

The Town of Groton has been studying the proposed Tennessee Gas Pipeline Northeast 
Energy Direct Project by Kinder Morgan for several months.  We understand that there are 

several alternatives being investigated by various federal and state agencies, as well as 
energy supply companies, to address New England’s energy challenges. 
 

The Kinder Morgan proposal does not represent the optimal solution for New England and the 
Town of Groton and therefore should be reconsidered.  Instead, policy makers should 

immediately turn their focus to the many viable alternatives, including but not limited to:  
alternative paths for a Kinder Morgan project, competing pipeline projects by other companies, 
and/or other diverse energy supply options for New England’s energy challenges. 

 
Importantly, our conclusion is based on regional considerations, not just the concerns of 

Groton’s residents and sensitive lands.   We present a summary of these regional 
considerations below: 
 

 Kinder Morgan’s currently proposed path would cause substantial damage to protected 
and critically important land areas in Massachusetts.     

 

 Alternative paths for the Kinder Morgan project exist, which could include existing utility 

rights of way and transportation corridors, and should be immediately and thoroughly 
evaluated as to their costs and the environmental benefits.   

 

 Alternative pipeline proposals exist, and thus Kinder Morgan’s project cannot be 
classified as the sole imperative. 
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 There is no single solution -- Kinder Morgan’s or otherwise -- and the best solution to 
New England’s energy challenges must include the implementation of many diverse 
measures including, but not limited to: expanding renewable and other supply options, 

pumped storage hydro, a firm liquefied natural gas supply,  grid-level electricity storage 
technologies, and energy conservation and load shifting programs. 

 
We, the Town of Groton Board of Selectmen, would respectfully request that you do everything 
in your power to consider alternative proposals to the Kinder Morgan project.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
Groton Board of Selectmen 
 

 
 

Joshua A. Degen 
Chairman 
 

cc: Pipeline Working Group Committee 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 


