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Groton MA

• Classic New England Town

• Population 10,000

• Town Meeting form of government

• Enormous commitment to open space:  41% (14 sq miles) 

• Well Educated, Upper Income, Largely Red



Proposed Kinder Morgan 

Pipeline
• 125 miles of greenfield 30” - 36” 

transmission pipe

• 75 miles of lateral pipe

• 2.2 billion cubic ft. per day of Marcellus 

Shale gas from PA to Dracut MA

• FERC Pre-filing: September of ’14

• Estimated in service date:  November ‘18



Proposed Route



Groton’s Impact Assessment 

• 17 Private Properties

• ~ 4 Conservation Properties

• Public Safety Concerns

• Landowner Rights / Eminent Domain

• Cost Burden to Ratepayers

• Facilitating Exports

• Distracts from Alternative Energy Urgency



What Groton Wants to Know

• Is there really a need for this?

• Does the solution, and the disruption, match the 

need?

• Why can’t you use already disturbed routes?

• Who really benefits from this?

• Where are the answers to our questions posed 

at the information session you delivered ?

• Why did your FERC pre-filing use a 1980s map?

• Why are we paying a tariff for capacity we won’t 

use?



Mapped Impact



Pre-filing Map

• Where did all the homes go?



Actions Taken (Groton)

• Town Meeting resolution in opposition to the pipeline

• Letter to State and Federal authorities from BOS Chair

• Formed Selectmen’s Pipeline Advisory Committee

• Prohibited KM from use of public roads

• Restricted companies from surveying on public roads 

without permission from Selectmen

• Participation in the Northeast Municipal Gas Pipeline 

Coalition

• Proposed Zoning Bylaw to require Planning Board 

approval to construct underground transmission line

• Proposed establishment of a legal fund



Grass Roots and Regional 

Efforts
• State Sponsored Environmental Study

– Focus on need, leak mitigation and Alternatives

• Northeast Municipal Gas Pipeline Coalition

– 11 Communities from NH and MA

• Political Pressure

– Many Elected Representatives Now Taking Positions

• Grassroots Groups

• Yard Signs 

• Summits

• Walkathons





Our Options

Resist

Negotiate



Why Am I Here?

• What works?

– Does resistance affect negotiation?

– Is there such a thing as successful 

opposition?

• What, as a Selectman, do I tell Kinder 

Morgan and the people that I represent?



What Groton Wants KM to 

Know
• You lose credibility when:

– You say you will answer our questions but do 

not do so.

– Your FERC pre-filing uses maps that do not 

adequately demonstrate the impact.

– You don’t return communications from people 

that are trying to mediate.

• When you lose credibility, you 

create active opponents.


